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MEETING AGENDA

May 20, 2020 

*Topics for Discussion


ADVISORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE

ZOOM MEETING PROTOCOLS

ANNUAL REPORT 
Recorded presentation submitted to Board of Commissioners 
*2020-2021 priorities

ADVISORY
Hazard tree removal near 2169 Woodland Avenue, site visit
LD-19-01, Duke Real Estate Partners, site visit
AWS Regenerative Stormwater Conveyance (RSWC), site visit    
*Inquiry about vegetative clearing on private property
  
ZONING ORDINANCE
Proposal to revise Landscaping Article included in Annual Report   
*Proposal- stand-alone recorded presentation 

MASTER TREE PLAN
Recorded presentation of preliminary results
Street Tree inventory completed- awaiting analysis
* Davey Assessment of Urban Forestry

FINANCIAL
Current balances
Donations can be made through paypal.me/AbingtonTrees

STEWARDSHIP

ARBOR DAY
Video of planting 2 trees at Grove Park  

ARDSLEY WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
Recorded presentation covering Phases 1 and 2 
Phase 2 grant application approved and submitted
Walk in Penn’s Woods - October 3, 2020 (may be individual or virtual)

BOY SCOUT GAME PRESERVE 
*Funding opportunity- 2022 DCNR Grant
*Proposal- fall/ winter planting

TREE TENDING IN PARKS
Friends of Parks tree tending, at Grove, Hallowell, and Roychester
*Proposal-replace dead trees, guided by Parks Tree Inventory

TREES AT HOME
*Proposal- series of video recordings to be promoted through the Township 
website
*Proposal- Fall Tree give-away in lieu of public planting events

 

 



Annual Report

2020 - 2021 Priorities 

• Planning.  Complete the Master Tree Plan in coordination with other Township planning 
(Comprehensive, Stormwater, and Parks)


• Standards.  Advocate revisions to the Township Code to address tree preservation, 
protection and replacement. 


• Stewardship.  Continue forest restoration at the Ardsley Wildlife Sanctuary and  
the Boy Scout Game Preserve.   Plant and establish trees in parks.  Add tree inventories 
and maintenance features to the Township GIS system.


• Outreach.   Host a variety of tree planting events in fall-winter 2020, structured to 
replace lost canopy and to teach residents how to plant and care for trees.   


• Engagement. Grow the Friends of Parks groups and equip them with basic tree care 
knowledge.   Encourage Residents to preserve and replace trees, and to participate in 
management of the Spotted Lantern Fly.


• Funding..   Proactively apply for grants and grow donor support for our trees.



Advisory:  Desirability of Retaining, Altering or Replacing  
Shade Trees on Private Property

§ 42-2. Powers and duties. 
The Shade Tree Commission shall have the following powers and shall be 
required to: 

• Work with the appropriate township officials charged with the 
enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance and the Subdivision Ordinance 

of the township1 regarding shade trees to help implement the 
provisions of those ordinances with respect to:  
(1) The planting, removal, maintenance and protection of shade trees 
in the public streets and highways of the township.  
(2) The establishment and maintenance of buffer zones.  
(3) The planting of shade trees in developments.  

• Contact owners of private property, where there is the possibility of 
shade trees being removed, to advise them of the desirability of 
retaining, altering or replacing such trees.  

• Work with other township officials and provide information to the 
public in order to encourage the planting and maintenance of shade 
trees on private property.  

• Prepare and present to the Board of Commissioners such additional 
legislation as the Commission deems appropriate to promote the 
planting and maintenance of shade trees in the township.  

Of Concern:

Removal of shade trees not covered by Township Code

Proposal:  

1. STC to be alerted by Township staff or residents when there is the 
possibility of shade trees being removed

2. STC contact property owners to advise of the desirability of 
retaining, altering or replacing such trees

3. STC create an informational presentation and handout to support 
this outreach

 



Zoning Ordinance: Practical Standards  
Tree Preservation , Protection and Replacement

Focus on the Landscaping Article of the Abington Township Zoning Ordinance

• Address critical gaps in tree protection, tree preservation and tree replacement  

• Address inconsistencies in the current Article 

• Refine the entire Article for practicality, effectiveness and ease-of-use 

Applicability 

• Site disturbance  

• Exceptions for single family residence below disturbance threshold 

Tree Survey Plan 

• Show existing and proposed landscape plan, showing trees to be preserved and 
those to be removed, tree protection zones and tree replacement schedule 

Standards 

• Tree preservation, protection and maintenance 

• Tree replacement and allowable substitutions 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Flexibility

Funded by the PA Tree Vitalize Community Forestry Management Program. 
Peer reviewed at the state level and now adopted by multiple municipalities.
Professional services:  Municipal Arborists experienced with Municipal Tree Ordinances



Tree Canopy Assessment 
Preliminary Conclusions

While 42% canopy sounds like a lot of trees,  
we are losing these trees at an alarming rate. 

• Between 2004 and 2017 we lost approximately 1 out of 8 trees.  

• This trend will continue unless we systematically preserve and protect  
existing trees,  and plant replacement trees. 

The 6% canopy loss represents an ongoing annual loss of $263,000 
per year in these ecosystem services: 

• Carbon sequestration  

• Clean air   

• Stormwater runoff   

In order to restore these essential ecosystem services,  
we need to increase tree canopy on both public and private lands. 

As a community, we can do this! 



Master Tree Plan
Preserve, Grow and Manage  

Abington’s Urban Forest

Establish base line measures  of the current state and changes of the canopy  

• UTC & iTree-ECO valuation 

• Selected inventories including street trees and parks  

• Benchmark relevant municipal tree plans 

Identify Strengths, Opportunities, Weaknesses and Threats (SWOT) 

• Examine our Strengths and Weaknesses via Davey Urban Forest Assessment Matrix  

• Characterize the best Opportunities to reverse the trend in declining canopy, and to 
address equity, public health and watershed needs 

• Characterize the most significant Threats to the canopy, including lack of awareness, 
development, climate change, invasive plants and pests 

Create a Compelling Vision, guided by baseline measures, SWOT and stakeholder input.  

Identify Key Strategies that together enable progress towards the vision. 

Recommend Actions and Resources  to address each strategy. 

Next 
step

Funded by the PA Tree Vitalize Community Forestry Management Program
Professional services:  Urban Forest Research, Strategic Planning



Assessment of Urban Forestry 
Overview

DRAFT
Red = Low 

Yellow = Moderate 
Green = Good 



Assessment of Urban Forestry 
The TreesDRAFT



Assessment of Urban Forestry 
The PlayersDRAFT



Assessment of Urban Forestry 
The Management Approach (1/2)DRAFT



Assessment of Urban Forestry 
The Management Approach (2/2)DRAFT


