






































Abington Township Open Space, Recreation and Environmental Resource Protection Pla11 

► Installing "green roofs," whereby a typical impervious roof is replaced with a modest layer

of soil, and planted with grasses and other ground cover plants. Green roofs are especially

appropriate on the large roofs of "big box" stores.

Wetlands 

Wetlands are areas defined by the presence of water, saturated soil conditions, and the growth of 

unique plants. Abington contains both forested wetlands and emergent wetlands which are 

dominated by grass or grass-like species. Wetlands are impmiant groundwater recharge areas that 

support wildlife and fish, sometimes harboring endangered species such as the bog turtle. Wetlands 

also reduce flooding by slowing or detaining storm water. In the process, the wetlands filter 

impurities that might otherwise contribute to surface water and groundwater pollution. By federal 

law, wetlands may not be filled or built upon. 

The Hydrology map shows wetland areas identified in the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) 

performed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These areas are identified based on reflectivity 

from aerial remote sensing images. As a result, only the most prominent wetlands are shown, and 

some wetlands are actually ponds. Hydric soil types can also approximate areas that may include 

wetlands. There are many other wetlands which would need to be identified by a qualified 

professional at the time any individual tract is considered for recreational development. Major 

concentrations of wetlands exist at the Meadowbrook Country Club in the northeastern portion of 

the Township. The largest of these wetlands is known as the Bethayres Swamp, a locally significant 

natural area that extends into Lower Moreland Township. Smaller wetlands can be found near the 

Township's lakes and ponds. 

Soils 

Soil, a combination of organic materials and mineral fragments, supports and nourishes plant life on 

the earth's surface. Soils in the United States are identified and classified by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS). Most soils in Abington Township are classified as made land, where 

development has pennanently modified the original soil and, in some cases, covered the soil with 

impervious surfaces. Other soils in Abington would be considered ideal for agriculture if they were 

found in a rural setting. NRCS capability classes rate soils for their ability to host cash crops such 

as corn and soybeans. Capability classes I through IV are considered to be prime agricultural soils, 

and are found in many paiis of the Township as shown on the Soils and Geology map. 
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Hydric soils are those soils that formed under the conditions of saturation, flooding, or ponding long 

enough to produce anaerobic conditions in the upper layer. Under anaerobic conditions, molecular 

oxygen is absent, promoting the growth of unusual vegetation. Indications of hydric soils include 

poor drainage, high water tables, ponding and frequent flooding. The most important i1nplication of 

hydric soils is that they may contain wetlands which are off-limits for most development activities. 

In Abington hydric soils are found in linear bands along streams corridors especially along Meadow 

Brook. 

Geology 

Abington Township is located along the eastern edge of the Piedmont Province, the band of rolling 

hills that serves as a transition between the Atlantic Coastal Plain and the Appalachian Mountains. 

Thefall line, where rivers become tidal estuaries and the coastal plain begins, lies only one mile to 

the east of Abington in Northeast Philadelphia. Abington contains two different divisions of the 

Piedmont Province. The Piedmont Uplands include Edge Hill and all land to the south of this ridge. 

Geology here consists of durable metamorphic rocks including Felsic and Mafic gneiss, Chickies 

quartzite, and Wissahickon schist. Abington's highest point of 465 feet above sea level is situated 

at the crest of Edge Hill in the Piedmont Uplands. Immediately north of Edge Hill is a narrow band 

of Piedmont Lowlands, a trench known as the Chester Valley. The trench begins in Abington and 

extends in a west-southwest fashion reaching King of Prussia, Downingtown, Coatesville, and finally 

Lancaster. The Chester Valley is a vein of limestone and dolomite that has eroded to a lower 

elevation than the surrounding rocks. Both limestone and dolomite are carbonate rocks that are 

susceptible to sinkholes, caves, and other karst features. This portion of the Chester Valley also 

contains circular areas of unconsolidated sand and clay. The largest sand and clay area underlies 

Hillside Cemetery on Susquehanna Road. The land north of the Chester Valley reverts back to 

Piedmont Uplands and their underlying metamorphic rocks. Geology types are shown on the Soils 

and Geology map. 

Steep Slopes 

The physical properties of bedrock and soil, combined with mille1mia of precipitation, have created 

the hills, valleys, and slopes of today. Steep slopes in Abington are generally the result of erosive 

action. The greatest concentration of steep slopes is found in the Pennypack Creek valley in eastern 

Abington Township. The seemingly gentle meanders of the creek have carved these slopes into the 

soil and rock over thousands of years. To the north, Edge Hill has several steeply-sloped sides 

throughout its course through the Township. Steep slopes are also found in smaller pockets 

throughout the Township especially near streams. 

Steep areas have been categorized into slopes betweenl 5% and 25% grade and slopes with 25% or 

greater grade based on widely-accepted land use planning practices. On slopes 15% to 25%, 

restrictions on development are usually recommended. Slopes greater than 25% are generally 
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recommended to remain as vegetated open space. The vegetation that grows on steep slopes is 

crucial in curbing erosion, slowing stonn water runoff, and maintaining scenic value on slopes with 
high visual prominence. In many cases, steep slopes have remained wooded due to their lack of 

suitability development. Some slopes, however, have little vegetation and are at risk of erosion. 

Large concentrations of steep slopes, especially ones near stream conidors, are often recommended 

to be included within a designated greenway conidor. 

Woodlands 

Originally, Abington was entirely forested with the exception clearings that were cut or burned 
by the Lenape. Since the late 1600's, however, most land suitable for farming or settlement 

was cleared by Europeans. Woodlands that remain often coincide with steep slopes and frequently 
flooded areas. Other large woodland areas originally featured agricultural fields but have since 

reverted back to woodland, a common scenario in Philadelphia's inner-ring suburbs. The largest 

contiguous woodland in Abington sunounds Pennypack Creek in and around Lorimer Park. The 
steep slopes and floodplains here have discouraged clearing for development. Other significant 

woodlands are found behind the Meadowbrook Farm on Washington Lane, and in the Township's 

Alverthorpe Park and Ardsley Wildlife Area. Forest types are predominantly oak-hickory in the 

uplands, with bottomland forests containing elm, ash, red maple, and sycamore trees. 

Woodland is an important natural resource in several regards. The root systems of trees and other 

woodland vegetation stabilize the soil, preventing erosion. Woodland is also a natural storm water 
control that absorbs, reduces, and slows surface runoff. During the warm months, tree canopies 

moderate temperatures and stream temperatures, a benefit for humans, wildlife, and fish alike. 
In addition, the photosynthesis that occurs in leaves and transfonns carbon dioxide into 

oxygen, improving air quality. Woodlands are also important wildlife habitats. Maintaining linear 
con-idors of woodlands along streams helps to move wildlife to different areas, diversifying animal 

gene pools. Woodlands also add character and visual relief to the landscape. 

Outstanding Natural Areas 

The Pennsylvania Science Office of The Nature Conservancy prepared a Natural Areas Inventory 
(NAI) for Montgomery County in 1995. The NAI identifies critical areas of plant and animal habitat 

and also includes inherently unique natural and geologic features. Critical habitat areas are based on 

the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Index (PNDI), a list of plant and animal species that are officially 

endangered, threatened, or of special concern on a federal, state, or local level. A biologist perfonns 
field work to find occtmences of these species locally. Any "hits of the species usually stmounded 

by a buff er area appear in the inventory. 

Outstanding Natural Areas are grouped into two categories by The Nature Conservancy. Sites of 

significance are identified for the protection of biological diversity. These sites contain 

exemplary natural communities and documented habitats species of special concern. Sites of 
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local significance are unique areas chosen because of size, diversity of wildlife and plant life, and 

water quality protection value. The NAI provides protection priority rankings within these two 

categories. Abington contains two natural areas oflocal significance: Bethayres Swamp and Big Oak 

Woods. 

Bethayres Swamp, ranked as a high priority for protection, straddles the Abington/ Lower Moreland 

border and is owned in part by the Meadowbrook Country Club. The swamp contains emergent 

marsh habitat vegetated with cattails and sedges as well as shrub swamp and floodplain forest 

habitats. The swamp is a haven for nesting birds including swamp sparrows, red-winged blackbirds, 

and wood ducks. The NAI indicates that Bethayres Swamp is one of the few marshlands in 

Montgomery County and could provide an excellent oppo1iunity for environmental education. 

Bethayres Swamp appears on the Hydrology Map. 

Big Oak Woods is contained entirely within Abington Township and is situated on both sides of 

Pennypack Creek. The site is ranked low in protection priority in part because it is already included 

within Montgomery County's Lorimer Park. Big Oak Woods is a mature native forest that provides 

an idea of how Abington looked prior to European settlement. Several red oak trees in the woods 

have diameters of three feet, giving this natural area its name. Mountain laurel and flowering 

dogwood thrive in the forest shrub layer. The NAI recommends maintaining a buffer around Big Oak 

Woods to prevent the encroachment of invasive plant species and to preserve the overall natural 

quality of the site. Big Oak Woods appears on the Steep Slopes and Woodlands map. 
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Listed on National Register
1. Fox Chase Farm
2. Keswick Theatre
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5. Hollywood Historic District

Montgomery County

Other Sites
6. Abington Friends Meetinghouse,

School & Graveyard
7. Abington Presbyterian Church

& Graveyard
8. Ardsley Station
9. Battle of Edge Hill Site
10. Council Rock In Lorimer Park
11. Glenside-Weldon Elementary School
12. Hillside Cemetery
13. Keswick Theatre Business Area
14. Meadowbrook Farm
15. Meadowbrook School
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17. Old Abington Area
18. Old Abington Junior High School
19. Old Ardsley Elementary School
20. Old Cedar Road Elementary School
21. Old McKinley School
22. Old Orthodox Meetinghouse
23. The Castle
24. The Grove Property
25. Tyson Green & Tyson House
26. Penn State Abington Campus
27. Rosenwald Estate
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SOURCE: Abington Township Historical Preservation Committee,
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

and Urban Research and Development Corporation.
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Abington Township
Open Space Plan

SOURCE:  Abington Township GIS and Tax Records;  Ambler, Frankford
 and Germantown USGS Aerial Photography.
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Abington Township
Open Space Plan

SOURCE: Abington Township and Urban Research and Development Corporation.

Preserved Lands
Permanently Protected Lands

Temporarily Protected Lands

38. Abington Fitness & Country Club
39. Coates Property
        (leased by Abington Township)
40. Crosswicks Audubon Bird 
        Sanctuary
41. The Horse Farm
42. Huntington Valley Country
        Club (part)
43. Meadowbrook Country Club
44. Meadowbrook Farm
45. Rydal Country Club 
46. SPS Technologies Fields
47. Ukranian Center

53. Abington School District
         Admin. Bldg.
54. Abington Junior High School
55. Abington Senior High School
56. Abington Friends School
        (private)
57. Center School (private)
58. Copper Beech Elementary
        School
59. Glenside-Weldon Elementary
        School
60. Highland Elementary School
61. Manor Junior College (private)
62. McKinley Elementary School
63. Meadowbrook School (private) 
64. Overlook Elementary School
65. Penn State Abington Campus
66. Roslyn Elementary School
67. Rydal Elementary School East
68. Rydal Elementary School West
69. St Basil Academy (private)
70. Willow Hill Elementary School
71. Memorial Field (School District)

2.  Abington Township Municipal Building 
3.  Abington Township Public Library
4.  Alverthorpe Park
5.  Ardsley Community Center
6.  Ardsley Park
7.  Ardsley Wildlife Sanctuary
8.  Baederwood Park
9.  Boy Scout Game Preserve
10. Briar Bush Nature Center
11. Conway Park
12. Crestmont Park
13. Edge Hill Woods
14. Elk Street Tot Lot
15. Ethel Jordan Memorial Park
16. Evergreen Manor Park
17. Fox Chase Manor Park

Township Lands
18. Karebrook Nature Area
19. Madison Ave. Flood
         Management Area
20. Meadowbrook Bird Sanctuary
21. North Hills Park
22. Penbryn Park
23. Rockwell Park
24. Roslyn Branch Library
25. Roslyn Park
26. Roychester Park
27. Rubicam Park
28. Scott Park
29. The Grove Property
30. Tyson Green
31. Wanamaker Rd. Flood
        Management Area

32. Rydal Green
33. Rydal Waters
34. Tall Trees
35. Village of Valley Glen
36. Walnut Hill

48. Ardsley Burial Park
49. Hillside Cemetery
50. Lawnview Memorial Park
51. Montefiore Cemetery
52. St. Mary's Cemetery

Cemeteries

37. Hallowell Tract

1.  Lorimer Park
County Lands

Homeowner Association Lands

Conservation Easements

Privately Owned Lands School Lands





Ardsley Community Center

Ardsley Community Center Playground Area Ardsley Park Playground Area Ardsley Park Tennis Courts

Baederwood Park Play Area

Alverthorpe Park Miniature Golf Course Alverthorpe Park’s Lake and Picnic Pavilion

Boy Scout Game Preserve Briar Bush Nature Center

Conway Field Concession Stand and Batting Cage Crestmont Park Playground Crestmont Park Swimming Pool

North Hill Park’s Dennis Dougherty Playground Edge Hill Woods Seating Area Elk Street Park Playground

SOME OF ABINGTON TOWNSHIP’S OPEN SPACE RECREATION AREAS AND FACILITIES



Marsden Soccer Field at Roslyn ParkLorimer Park Picnic Area Meadowbrook Bird Sanctuary

North Hills Park Ballfield Penbryn Park Basketball Court Penbryn Park Swimming Pool

Rockwell Park Playground Roslyn Park’s Landscaped Welcome Sign Roslyn Park Playground Area

Roslyn Boys and Girls Club Roychester Park Basketball Courts

Tyson Green Neighborhood Park

SOME OF ABINGTON TOWNSHIP’S OPEN SPACE RECREATION AREAS AND FACILITIES

Roychester Park Community Building

Roslyn Park Walkway Entrance

Scott Park Identification Sign
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Abington Township
Open Space Plan

SOURCE: Abington Trails Advisory Committee and
Urban Research  and Development Coporation.

Trails
Existing Trails
Proposed Trails

Permanently Protected Lands

Temporarily Protected Lands

1.  Lorimer Park
County Lands

38. Abington Fitness & Country Club
39. Coates Property

(leased by Abington Township)
40. Crosswicks Audubon Bird

 Sanctuary
41. The Horse Farm
42. Huntington Valley Country

 Club (part)
43. Meadowbrook Country Club
44. Meadowbrook Farm
45. Rydal Country Club
46. SPS Technologies Fields
47. Ukranian Center

Privately Owned Lands
53. Abington School District

Admin. Bldg.
54. Abington Junior High School
55. Abington Senior High School
56. Abington Friends School

(private)
57. Center School (private)
58. Copper Beech Elementary

 School
59. Glenside-Weldon Elementary

 School
60. Highland Elementary School
61. Manor Junior College (private)
62. McKinley Elementary School
63. Meadowbrook School (private) 
64. Overlook Elementary School
65. Penn State Abington Campus
66. Roslyn Elementary School
67. Rydal Elementary School East
68. Rydal Elementary School West
69. St Basil Academy (private)
70. Willow Hill Elementary School
71. Memorial Field (School District)

School Lands

2.  Abinton Township Municipal Building
3. Abington Township Public Library
4.  Alverthorpe Park
5.  Ardsley Community Center
6.  Ardsley Park
7.  Ardsley Wildlife Sanctuary
8.  Baederwood Park
9.  Boy Scout Game Preserve
10. Briar Bush Nature Center
11. Conway Park
12. Crestmont Park
13. Edge Hill Woods
14. Elk Street Tot Lot
15. Ethel Jordan Memorial Park
16. Evergreen Manor Park
17. Fox Chase Manor Park

Township Lands
18. Karebrook Nature Area
19. Madison Ave. Flood

Management Area
20. Meadowbrook Bird Sanctuary
21. North Hills Park
22. Penbryn Park
23. Rockwell Park
24. Roslyn Branch Library
25. Roslyn Park
26. Roychester Park
27. Rubicam Park
28. Scott Park
29. The Grove Property
30. Tyson Green
31. Wanamaker Rd. Flood

Management Area

Homeowner Association Lands
32. Rydal Green
33. Rydal Waters
34. Tall Trees
35. Village of Valley Glen
36. Walnut Hill

48. Ardsley Burial Park
49. Hillside Cemetery
50. Lawnview Memorial Park
51. Montefiore Cemetery
52. St. Mary's Cemetery

Cemeteries

Conservation Easements
37. Hallowell Tract

Greenways Proposed by Montgomery Countyâ â â â
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Existing Zoning

Abington Township
Open Space Plan

SOURCE: Abington Township

RC - Recreation/Conservation
R-1 - Low Density Residential
R-2 - Low-Medium Density
           Residential
R-3 - Medium Density Residential
R-4 - High Density Residential
AO - Apartment/Office
PB - Planned Business
SC - Special Commercial
TC - Town Commercial
M - Mixed Use
CS - Community Service
SI - Suburban Industrial
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Second Priority for Conservation

Streams, 100-Year Floodplains, 
Steep Slopes (15% and greater),

and Woodlands

Wetlands & Outstanding 
Natural Resource Areas 

Historic Sites

SOURCE: PASDA Site and Urban Research and Development Corporation.
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Land Aquisition
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Land Aquisition Possibilities

Montgomery County

Abington Township
Open Space Plan

Rydal Green HDA Lands (portion)
SPS Technology Fields
Coates Property (currently leased)
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