Township of Abington
Phone 267-536-1000 - Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Swimming Pool Requirements
Zoning Ordinance No. 1753

Anartificia or man-made container of water capable of being filled to adepth exceeding twelve (12) inchesat the
lowest point. Wading poolsare exempt from the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and are cons dered temporary
poolsif madeof plastic, light metal, or other light duty material swhich do not exceed afull volume depth of twelve
(12) inchesat thelowest point, and which are compl etel y emptied of water when not in use.
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Permanent swimming pools, whether above or bel ow ground, arerequired to meet the zoning district require-
mentswith respect to | ot coverage, and are considered impervious structures.

Asaccessory structures, they are not permitted to belocated closer than ten (10) feet toasideor rear
property line, and must not be located closer than ten (10) feet from any additiona structures, either primary
or accessory, located on thelot or premises.

Swimming poolsarenot permitted in thefront yard restricted areaor within approved swale or storm water
management system.

Building, eectrica and plumbing permitsarerequired for theingtalation, ateration, repair or remodeling of al
poolsnot exempt from the Zoning Ordinance and must meet the code requirementsof all applicable Town-
ship Ordinances.

Swimming poolsmust be discharged according to guidelines established by the Department of Environmental
Protection.

Approved circulatorsand filtration systems must be provided for all poolsexcept wading poals.

Elevated outdoor lighting, if used, shdl beinstalled with glare shieldsand not directed toward adjacent
property owners.

Water contained in swimming poolsmust be kept healthy and sanitary at all times, and shal not emit an
offensive odor that createsanuisance or unhealthy condition.

No pool shall belocated under or within (10) vertical feet of apower or serviceentry line.

Abandoned pools must beremoved and the depressionintheyard must befilled with cleanfill and com-
pacted to match the existing grades.

Above-ground poolsmay beinstalled without asurvey and engineered grading planif permitted by the Code
Enforcement Official, where steep dope areasare not present. In-ground pool srequire an engineered plot
planwith grading approved by the Township Engineer.

Spasor health pool s shall meet the same requirements as swimming pool s, except when lessthanten (10)
feet inwidth and located on an existing deck or elevated patio adjoining the principal structure, theten (10)
foot separation from structuresshall not apply.

Cabana’sor pool houses shall be permitted provided they are separated from the pool water edge and
adjoining property linesand other accessory structuresby aminimum of ten (10) feet. They must besingle-
story structures, not exceeding fourteen (14) feet in height, and may not contain permanent cooking equip-
ment.

The provisonsof thischapter shal control thedesign of barriersfor residential swimming pools, spasand hot
tubs. Thesedesign controlsareintended to provide protection against potential drowningsand near-
drownings by restricting accessto swimming pools, pas, and hot tubs.

Outdoor Swimming Pooal - an outdoor swimming pool, including anin-ground, above-ground or on-ground
pool, hot tub or spashal be provided with abarrier which shall comply with thefollowing:

1. Thetop of thebarrier shall beat |east 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade measured on the side of the
barrier which facesaway from the swimming pool. Themaximum vertical clearance between grade
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and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier which

facesaway from the swimming pool. Wherethetop of the pool structureisabovegrade, suchasan

above-ground pool, the barrier may beat ground level, such asthe pool structure, or mounted on top

of thepool structure. Wherethebarrier ismounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertica

clearance between thetop of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be4inches

(102 mm).

Openingsinthebarrier shall not allow passage of a4-inch diameter (102 mm) sphere.

Solid barrierswhich do not have openings, such asamasonry or stonewall, shall not contain indenta

tionsor protrusionsexcept for normal construction tolerancesand tooled masonry joints.

Wherethe barrier iscomposed of horizontal and vertical membersand the distance between the tops of

the horizontal membersislessthan 45inches (1143 mm), the horizontal membersshall belocated on

theswimming pool side of thefence. Spacing between vertical membersshall not exceed 1.75 inches

(44 mm) inwidth. Wherethere are decorative cutoutswithin vertical members, spacing withinthe

cutoutsshd | not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.

Wherethe barrier iscomposed of horizontal and vertical membersand the distance between the tops of

the horizontal membersis45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical membersshall not

exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Wherethere aredecorative cutoutswithin vertical members, spacingwithin

the cutoutsshall not exceed 1.75 inches (44mm) inwidth.

Maximum mesh sizefor chainlink fencesshall bea2.25-inch (57 mm) square unlessthefenceis

provided with datsfastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openingsto not morethan 1.75

inches (44 mm).

Wherethebarrier iscomposed of diagonal members, such asalatticefence, the maximum opening

formed by the diagonal membersshall not bemorethan 1.75 inches (44 mm).

Accessgatesshall comply with therequirementsof I.C.C. CodeAG105.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall

be equipped to accommodate alocking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from

the pool and shall be self-closing and have aself-latching device. Gates other than pedestrian access

gatesshd | haveasdf-latching device. Wheretherelease mechanism of the self-latching deviceis

located, lessthan 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of the gate, the rel ease mechani sm and open-

ingsshdl comply withthefollowing:

8.1  Therelease mechanism shall belocated onthe pool side of thegate at |east 3 inches (76 mm)
below thetop of the gate, and

8.2  Thegateand barrier shall haveno opening greater than 0.5inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches
(457 mm) of the release mechanism.

Whereawadll of adwelling serviesaspart of thebarrier one of thefollowing conditionsshall be met:

9.1  Thepool shal beequipped with apowered safety cover in compliancewithASTM F1346; or

9.2  All doorswithdirect accessto the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an darmwhich
produces an audible warning when the door and itsscreen, if present, are opened. Theaarm
shal sound continuoudly for aminimum of 30 secondsimmediately after the door isopened and
be capabl e of being heard throughout the house during normal household activities. Thedarm
shdl automatically reset under al conditions. Theaarm system shall be quipped with amanual
means, such astouchpad or switch, to temporarily de-activatethe alarm for asingle opening.
Such de-activation shal last for not morethan 15 seconds. Thede-activation switch(es) shall
belocated at |east 54 inches (1372 mm) abovethe threshold of the door; or

9.3  Other meansof protection, such as self-closing doorswith self-latching devices, which are
approved by the governing body, shall be acceptable so long asthe degree of protection
afforded isnot |essthan the protection afforded by I1tem 9.1 or 9.2 described above.

Where an above-ground pool structureisused asabarrier or wherethe barrier ismounted on top of

the pool structure, and the means of accessisaladder or steps, then:



10.1 Theladder or stepsshall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or
10.2 Theladder or stepsshall be surrounded by abarrier which meetsthe requirements of Section
AG105.2, Items1through 9. Whentheladder or stepsare secured, locked or removed, any
opening created shall not allow the passage of a4-inch diameter (102 mm) sphere.
Indoor Swimming Pooal - al wallssurrounding anindoor swvimming pool shall comply with1.C.C.Section
AG105.2, Item 9.
Prohibited L ocations- barriersshall belocated so asto prohibit permanent structures, equipment or similar
objectsfrombeing used to climb thebarriers.
Barrier Exceptions- Spasor hot tubswith asafety cover which complieswith 1.C.C. CodeASTM F1346,
aslistedin Section AG107, shall be exempt from the provisionsof thisappendix.

Swimming Safety Tips

. Don't betempted to leaveyour child aloneinthebath or by the pool, evenif for ashort time;

. L et thephoneor doorbel | ring until you cantakeyour child with you;

. Make sureyour swimming pool isadequately fenced or covered with anet. Gatesshould beself-closing;
. Trainyour childinsurviva skillssuch asfloating or treading in water;

. Ensurethat your childisconstantly supervised, evenif they can swimlikefish.



