Abington Township Vacant Property Review Board

Thursday, April 7, 2016
wommencing at 4:03 PM
Township Building Board Room

A. Welcome and introductions:
In Attendance: John Spiegelman, Jerry Nugent, Shaun Littlefield, Bob Greaves,
Jim Salanik, Mike Narcowich, Cathy Gauthier, Toby True, Lorena Trujillo, Larry
Matteo, Benjamin Sanchez, Anne Letizia, David Foster, John Carne, James Castor

B. Minutes of the March 3, 2016 were approved as amended.

C. Guest Speaker:
John Spiegelman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. Spiegelman
introduced Dave Foster, (Bastogne Development Partners who presented to the
Committee Act 135 Conservatorship.

Dave Foster, Bastogne Development Partnership, Act 135 Conservatorship, this
law was amended in 2014.

He explained the Conservatorship and the Act — works for residential and
commercial properties. (Copy enclosed)

Provides a legal process to address vacancy and blight for parties with standing
near neighbors, businesses, municipalites and community development
corporations.

Questions from the commitiee to Dave Foster.

D. The Committee is still looking into with the Solicitors office for the following:

« What is the mechanism by which our Code Enforcement Department will gain
access to the interior of a vacant property? Per our previous e-mail exchange, it
seems that this will likely involve a warrant from the District Judge, so what is the
most efficient and expedited means of obtaining such?

= Same question as above, but pertaining to the Fire Marshal.

« Can a code and fire inspection be covered by the same warrant?

« We would like to ensure that a representative of the VPRB can accompany Code
Enforcement and the Fire Marshal on their inspection(s). How do we make this
happen?

« On a slightly different, but related, note, what is the mechanism by which Code
Frfnrnomant and/or the Fire Marshal and/or the VP~ find ¢ ) e
\ uti 1. les wheweru_ ., services have peenshut _.. . .. .acant
building? Is this information that the utility companies will provide as a municipal




professional courtesy, or does it require some sort of subpoena? If the latter,
then how do we go about obtaining such?

E. Jim Salanik went to the Fire Marshal and they are backed up at this time due to
legal issues.

The committee went on a Road Trip, exterior site visit to Easton Road in Roslyn
Properties currently on the vacant list.

Next meeting will be May 5, 2016 at 4:00 PM

Meeting Adjourned at 4:41 PM
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